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What would a successful (African/US/etc.) university 

look like outside of (or in resistance to) neoliberal 

structures? 

 

How can we support African universities (and our 

own) to move in this direction?  
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Some aspects of neoliberal impacts on 

African higher education 

• privatization of functions of public universities 
(dormitories, cafeterias, etc.);  

• cost-sharing strategies (dual-track programs), tuition, and 
sky-rocketing student loan programs;  

• student strikes and resistance to rising costs of higher 
education;  

• declining infrastructure; 

• Shifting ideas of the purpose of education and 
“training”—higher education policies and their focus on 
“workforce development”  
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Some aspects of neoliberal impacts on 

African higher education (cont.) 

• Research and knowledge production (impacts of austerity policies and 
globalization) 

 

There was a time when the university had money available. You would ask 
the Research and Publications Committee for money for research, and you 
would receive it, but now there is a dependency on donor funding, and in this 
way the donors set the priorities. This has been a complaint for a long time, 
that the university has changed from having its own priorities to taking on the 
priorities of donors in order to get funding for research.  

 

(UDSM Development studies professor, personal communication, August 14, 
2008)  
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History of Higher Education in Africa 

• Creating an African University (1960s-1970s) 

 

Above all the University should be relevant to our situation, 
should be African in a true sense. It should not be a pale 
reflection of alien universities but a living concrete symbol of all 
that is African and make a peculiar African contribution to the 
world of scholarship, achievement and research and the 
advancement of knowledge 

 

(1963 speech by the Secretary-General of the East African 
Common Services Organization as quoted in Court, 1975, p. 
196)  
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History of Higher Education in Africa 

•The World Bank, IMF, and Rate of Return Analyses (1980s 
& 1990s)  
 

I think things we could have done in the late '70s and early 
'80s were not possible to be done by the middle of the '80s 
because the resources at the university were very limited, 
and even the kind of work that we began earlier that had 
been supported by the university, it would not have been 
possible to be done then.  

 

(UDSM Theatre professor, personal communication, June 
21, 2008)  
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History of Higher Education in Africa 

From about [the] late 1980s, the University lost its former 

credibility…As a result, we’ve had brain drain with people 

going to South Africa, Botswana, America. You find top-

class Malawian academics who should be here and aren’t. 

This place has lost, and now has very few senior 

academics. 

 

(expatriate Malawian academic as quoted in Holland, 2010) 
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“Recovery” of African higher education 

(1994-present) 

In more recent years, with the decline in "national planning", 

the triumph of the market, the preponderance of foreign 

institutions in policy-making (through so- called "policy 

dialogues") any pretension to national priorities providing 

guidelines to research has simply vanished. 

 

(Mkandawire in as quoted in Brock- Utne,2000,p. 211) 
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“Recovery” of African higher education 

(1994-present) 

I quite hate the system that we have now in academia. The way we have tied 
research, publication and promotion, for example, in universities. Like here, we 
use publications as a means of scholarly work, a means of scholarly fitness, a 
means of scholarly performance and therefore we use it for promotion…That 
will let other scholars know that yes, this is a serious scholar and then you 
deserve to be called a professor. That to me, I'm very uncomfortable to be 
frank... But now if you write here [in a local journal], for example. . .this is not 
international journal, this is not. . . a refereed journal and so it cannot be used 
for promotion. I find it to be just a component of neocolonialism and we 
have not been able to actually completely disentangle ourselves from. . . 
academic colonialism. We are still tied to that and it is haunting. Look at 
people who have contributed, written something that is of use to our 
people. We should also consider that for promotion. . . but anyway, we are 
blindfolded. We don't see what we are doing. 
 

-UDSM History Professor 
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What would a successful (African/US/etc.) university 

look like outside of (or in resistance to) neoliberal 

structures? 

 

How can we support African universities (and our 

own) to move in this direction?  

 


